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20 Questions 

to Ask About 

Financing College 

)25�678'(176�

1.  :KDWoV�WKH�DYHUDJH�WRWDO�FRVW�RI�DWWHQGDQFH��WXLWLRQ�
and fees, books and supplies, room and board, travel, 
DQG�RWKHU�SHUVRQDO�H[SHQVHV�"�'R�DQ\�RI�WKHVH�FRVWV�
vary by program? 

2.  :KDW�DUH�WKH�UDQJHV�RI�FRVWV�IRU�WKH�GLƬHUHQW�KRXVLQJ�
options and meal plans? 

3.  By how much should I expect my costs to increase 
HDFK�\HDU"��$�WKUHH��WR�ƮYH�\HDU�KLVWRU\�RI�FRVW�
LQFUHDVHV�VKRXOG�EH�DYDLODEOH���

4.  'RHV�ƮQDQFLDO�QHHG�DƬHFW�DGPLVVLRQ�GHFLVLRQV"�

5.  +RZ�LV�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG�DƬHFWHG�LI�,�DSSO\�YLD�DQ�(DUO\�
Decision or Early Action program? 

6.  'RHV�WKH�VFKRRO�RƬHU�VFKRODUVKLSV�RU�RWKHU�W\SHV�RI� 
DLG�WKDW�DUHQoW�EDVHG�RQ�ƮQDQFLDO�QHHG"  

7.  :KDW�IRUPV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�DSSO\�IRU�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG"�

8.  :KDW�LV�WKH�SULRULW\�GHDGOLQH�WR�DSSO\�IRU�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG"�

9.  :KHQ�ZLOO�,�EH�QRWLƮHG�DERXW�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG�DZDUG�
decisions? 

10. :LOO�WKH�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG�RƬHU�WDNH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKH�IXOO�
cost of attending, including books and supplies, 
transportation, and personal expenses? 

11.  What percentage of need does this college attempt to 
meet on average? 

12. :LOO�WKH�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG�RƱFH�SURYLGH�PH�ZLWK�DQ�
H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�KRZ�P\�ƮQDQFLDO�QHHG�DQG�DZDUG�
package was determined? 

13. :KDW�ƮQDQFLQJ�RSWLRQV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�WR�KHOS�XV�SD\�RXU�
share of the costs? 

14. What is the average amount of student loan debt 
incurred by graduates? 

15.  ,I�WKH�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG�SDFNDJH�LVQoW�HQRXJK��FDQ�,�DSSHDO��
or ask for a revision? Under what conditions, if any, will 
WKH�DLG�RƱFH�UHFRQVLGHU�WKH�RƬHU"�

16. How will the aid package change from year to year? 
:KDW�ZLOO�KDSSHQ�LI�P\�HQUROOPHQW�VWDWXV�RU�P\�IDPLO\oV�
ƮQDQFLDO�VLWXDWLRQ�FKDQJHV"�

17.  What are the academic requirements or other 
FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�WKH�UHQHZDO�RI�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG��LQFOXGLQJ�
scholarships? 

18. When can I expect to receive bills from the college? 
Is there an option to spread the yearly payment over 
equal monthly installments? 

19. +RZ�PXFK�PRQH\�ZLOO�,�QHHG�GXULQJ�WKH�ƮUVW�ZHHN�RI�
school for books, supplies, and other expenses? Can 
these expenses be charged to my account? 

20. Regarding student employment, including the Federal 
Work­Study Program: How are jobs assigned? How 
many hours per week are students expected or 
allowed to work? How often and in what manner are 
they paid? 
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